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Meeting Notes 
February 1st, 2018 

Plumas National Forest Supervisors Office 
159 Lawrence Street, Quincy 

 

Partner Updates 

Plumas National Forest 

Nancy Francine 

 Has been working on “One Region, One Program of Work.” To date the Forest has received $1.8 million 

above its usual appropriation.  These funds have mostly gone towards projects like the Butterfly East & 

West timber sales.  NEPA was complete for the project last year and implementation is moving at a fast 

pace considering all of the service work. 

 The Forest has identified a lot of additional work that could be completed if there was funding 

available, particularly for biomass transport. 

 Much of the “shelf stock” NEPA is being implemented, so the Forest is looking at how to be efficient 

with future planning. 

 There has been increased utilization of the Insect and Disease Categorical Exclusion.  At some point the 

acre authority may increase beyond the current limit of 3,000 acres. 

 The new administration has issued goals for timber volume (sawlog and biomass) and fuels acres 

treated.  Fuels acres treated includes all forms of fuels reduction including mechanical and hand 

thinning, mastication, prescribed burning etc. 

 The Forest is working government-to-government with tribes to improve efficiency. 

Ryan Bauer 

 There are a lot of projects being implemented. 

 Anticipating a February prescribed fire window. 

David Kinateder 

 Butterfly has two timber sales.  Contracts have been awarded for 500+ acres of service work. 

 The SNC Bucks contract package is in. 

 Working on a Grass Flat contract (not yet awarded grant funds) with KV seed money. 

Kristin Winford 

 Interested in pursuing CAL FIRE California Climate Initiative funds for the Franks Valley insect and 

disease project.   

 Has finished working on planning for Minerva fire salvage, reforestation, and fuels reduction. 

 Currently working on Butterfly East timber sale.  

Elaine Vercruysse 



 Filling Ryan Tompkin’s position while he is on detail. 

 There are new High Hazard Watershed designations coming from CAL FIRE.  There will be two 

additional in the Feather River District and seven more in Plumas County.  These are critical 

designations for biomass utilization. 

 

Mooretown Rancheria - Greg Osborn & Warner Phillips 

 The Rancheria has several projects on the Plumas right now.  They are starting a hand cut and pile 

contract on the Butterfly project next week. 

 

Sierra Institute - Leana Weissberg 

 Introduced herself as the facilitator for the South Lassen Watershed Group 

 

Gold Mountain Firewise - Mike Callaghan 

 The community has Forest Service Stevens funds for a Hazardous Fuel Reduction project 

 

Graeagle Firewise - Chuck Bowman 

 Undertaking a second thinning project in the Whitehawk community 

 

Office of Emergency Services - Sue McCourt 

 Firewise assessments will take place soon for three new Firewise communities: Galeppi Ranch, Portola, 

and Chester 

 

Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship - Mandy Beatty 

 Is resubmitting a Bucks trail proposal to PG&E. 

 Submitted a National Forest Foundation grant application to match Lakes Basin trail maintenance. 

 Will be evaluating the Claremont trails situation. 

 

CAL FIRE California Climate Investments (CCI) Forest Health Grant Program 

 

CAL FIRE has $200 million in grant funds to award for large landscape projects.  Priority projects will be 

collaborative, provide multiple benefits, and incorporate multiple practices.  The projects are required to 

provide carbon accounting and monitoring, have complete CEQA/NEPA within one year, and be fully 

implemented by March 30, 2022.  There is no match requirement, however, projects with match will be 

prioritized. 

 

The group looked at maps of proposed projects in Genesee/Franks Valley, Meadow Valley, and Butterfly.  

Discussion followed about each project’s merit for a CCI proposal.  Mike Callaghan suggested that the 

likelihood of receiving funding for all of the projects would be increased if they were incorporated into a single 

proposal.  The group approved a combined proposal, which includes roughly 7,000 acres of treatment across 

public and private lands.  The proposal is due February 21st. 

 

Additional projects exist on the Feather River District that would benefit from financial support. 

 



It was suggested that a steering committee be formed, to meet between FRSC meetings, to develop projects 

for consideration by the collaborative group.  Members identified for the steering committee were Ryan Bauer 

and Kristin Winford. 

 

2018 FRSC Activities 

 

Hannah Hepner explained that existing RAC funds that support the FRSC will expire in June of this year.  She 

requested suggestions for utilization of the funds. 

 

Ryan Bauer suggested a tour of the Eureka fire when the snow melts. 

 

Mandy Beatty asked what materials the group would benefit from into the future.  Resources for carbon 

calculations were suggested. 

 

Forest Service NEPA Revision Comments 

 

The USDA Forest Service is proposing to revise its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) procedure with 

the goal of increasing efficiency of environmental analysis.  The Feather River Stewardship Coalition has signed 

on to the Sierra Institute’s comments.  Additional comments can be submitted through tomorrow, Feb 2nd.  

 

Next meeting: May – date and time TBD 


